Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center

San Francisco, CA

Hazardous Materials Standard Operating Procedures

I.  General Procedures for Handling Hazardous Chemicals

A. All hazardous chemicals are to be given special consideration for storage.  Flammables are to be kept only in working amount and preferably in a Flammables cabinet  Acids, bases, corrosives and flammables are to be stored separately.  All liquids must be in secondary containment to prelude injury and mixing with other chemicals. Excess inorganic acids and flammables are to be removed to the general storage areas.

B. An MSDS for each chemical should be on hand and accessible at all times.  The MSDS should be consulted before use of a hazardous chemical to familiarize one with its properties, risks and handling procedures.  The chemical should have the date of receipt written on the label and it should bear a hazard label.

C. Manageable chemical spills should be properly contained and cleaned up by lab staff.  Spills too large or unmanageable should be contained by covering with a spill dam or absorbent.  The lab should be evacuated, the door locked and a sign posted informing the spill response team of the nature of the spill.

D. When handling such chemicals one is to wear a lab coat and gloves (remove when done to avoid contaminating other areas), and take precautions to avoid inhalation (e.g. work in a hood or with a face shield).

E. As with all chemicals, workers should seek medical attention at       Personnel Health if they are exposed.
II.  Handling Carcinogens & Reproductive Toxins

   A.  Sources for Carcinogen & Reprotoxin Identification

      The surest way to prevent toxic chemicals from causing harm is to minimize 

      exposure. Use the carcinogen section of the Chemical Hazard Assessment to 

      help identify and characterize carcinogens and reprotoxins. The following 

      sources may be also valuable:

        MSDS sheets 

        NTP - National Toxicology Program reports on carcinogens 

        IARC - International Agency for Registration of Carcinogens 

        ACGIH - American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists 

        Prop 65 list - List of carcinogens and reprotoxins from California 

        Chemfinder - Basic information, including carcinogenicity 

    B.  Lab Specific Carcinogen & Reprotoxin Information
      Information about carcinogens should be used to develop protective         

      measures, including engineering controls, work practices and PPE plus 

      emergency practices and waste management. PPE procedures should include 

      procedures to prevent spread of contamination, including removing any 

      contaminated equipment (such as gloves) before leaving the designated 

      area. Refer to MSDS for instructions on clean-up.

        1. All carcinogens & reprotoxins should be kept in a secure storage area. 

        2. Storage and work areas where carcinogens are used must be designated 

        with the "Carcinogen" sticker. 

        3. Carcinogens and reproductive toxins should only be used in designated 

        areas that are known to lab workers. Access to these areas should be 

        controlled and all work surfaces should be decontaminated after use. 

        4. Chemical techniques, disposable "bench coat" or other means can be   

        used for decontamination. 

      I have read and understood the Hazardous Materials Standard Operating  

      Procedures, and have had the opportunity to have any questions answered.

      __Signature______________  _________Printed Name___________  ____Date_____ 

