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SUBJ:  Research Service Hazardous Materials Management Plan (HMMP)

1.
PURPOSE:  To establish a hazardous materials management plan for the Research Service.

2.
POLICY:  It is the policy of the Research Service to inform Investigators of their responsibilities for protecting all employees from hazardous materials handled within the Service, and to assist them in providing training.

3.
RESPONSIBILITY: Responsibilities of the Research Administration include:  ensuring that employees receive information and general training in safety; and in the safe use of chemicals, monitoring the use of these agents, and reporting any accidents involving them. The responsibilities of the individual Principal Investigators include: providing training for the proper handling and disposal of highly hazardous materials within their laboratories requiring specific safety precautions, maintaining compliance with all regulations pertaining to such agents, ensuring that all employees undertake the annual mandatory safety training, and ensuring that all employees are referred for hepatitis B vaccination.

4.
PROCEDURES: 


a.  Research Safety Subcommittee:  The Research Safety Subcommittee addresses safety issues, including the use of hazardous materials, by implementing the Research Chemical Hygiene Plan. The Research Safety Subcommittee will oversee annual laboratory self-inspections to monitor laboratory compliance with Medical Center safety policies.

            b.  Medical Center Safety Officer:  The Medical Center Safety Officer provides general safety training, conducts quarterly laboratory inspections, oversees disosal of hazardous materials, and deals with major spills and accidents..

 
c.  Inventory:  An inventory of all hazardous materials used within the Research Service is maintained and updated by individual Investigators.  Use of agents of extreme acute toxicity, including agents on the CDC Select Agents List, requires approval from the Research Safety Sub-Committee.


d.  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS)  MSDS for all hazardous materials used within the Research Service will be maintained in each individual Research Unit, in a clearly labeled binder readily accessible for employees. 
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            e.  Labeling:  All hazardous chemicals will be appropriately labeled with the chemical name, acquisition date and appropriate warnings.


f.  Storage:  Corrosive chemicals such as concentrated acids and bases, will be stored separately, and isolated from other chemicals that may pose a hazard if mixed inappropriately.  Excess acids not needed for immediate experiments will be moved to the acid storage area.  Only 

working quantities of flammable solvents will be kept in the laboratory, excess will be moved to the solvent storage building. 


g.  Handling:  All employees handling hazardous materials will be instructed in the proper precautions, techniques, and protective equipment needed to manipulate these agents as described in the Research Chemical Hygiene Plan.


h.  Employee Information and Training: Employees who come in contact with hazardous materials will receive training on procedures for the appropriate handling and disposal of these agents, as well as annual bloodborne pathogen training.


i.  Disposal: All hazardous wastes will be disposed of according to established Medical Center policies and procedures.


j.  Monitoring and Evaluation of Accidents:  All accidents involving hazardous chemicals will be recorded and reviewed by the Research Safety Subcommittee.  All accidents, spills, problems, and employee training needs regarding hazardous materials management will be reported to the Medical Center Safety Officer.

            k.  Biohazardous Agents:  The Research Biosafety Sub-Committee oversees and approves all recombinant DNA research and the use of etiologic and infectious agents in the Research Service, and maintains a Registry of all such activity.  Prior approval of the committee is required before any such work can begin.  Standard operating procedures are contained in the Research Infection Control Policy and the Research Biosafety Manual.

             l.  Radioactive Agents:  The Radiation Safety Committee oversees and approves the acquisition and use of all radioactive materials.  Approval of the Radiation Safety Committee is required for the use of radioisotopes at the Medical Center.

             m.  Management of Mercury:  Hg and Hg containing products and devices should be eliminated where suitable substitutes are available.  Disposal of Hg is via the Environmental Health and Safety Office, and in accordance with all Federal, State and local guidelines

             n.  Animal Use:  The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee oversees research involving the safe and ethical use of animals in research.  Approval of the committee is required prior to the use of animals in research studies.  Standard operating procedures for animal work are 
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contained in the Research and Development Occupational Health and Safety for the Animal Care Facility Guidelines.

           n.  Research Involving Human Experimentation:  The Clinical Research Sub-Committee oversees all research involving human subjects to ensure that safe and ethical procedures are 

followed.  Approval by the local IRB committee and the Research and Development Committee is required prior to the beginning of human research.

5.  REFERENCES:


Research Chemical Hygiene Plan

            Research Infection Control Policy

            Research Biosafety Manual

            Research and Development Occupational Health and Safety for the Animal Care Facility  

                 Guidelines

            Medical Center Memorandum No. 001ES-13, Hazardous Materials and Waste Management                 

                 Plan, May 5, 2000 dated July 19, 1994.


Medical Center Memorandum No. 001ES-06, Hazard Communication Program, May 5, 2000


Medical Center Memorandum No. 001ES-31, Hazardous Materials Spill Response Policy, 

                  May 5, 2000


Medical Center Memorandum No. 119-13, Antineoplastic Drug Spill Management, Aprill 22, 

                  2000.

            VHA Directive 2002-018, Management of Mercury in Veterans Health Administration 

                  Facilities.
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