Request Eligibility for VA Grants for

MDs and Clinician Ph.D.s

If you wish to apply to the VA Medical Research Service for a merit or a Investigator Initated Proposal you must have a 5/8ths VA paid appointment AT THE DEADLINE DATE.  






OR

Those with less than a 5/8ths appointment must request “eligibility” from VAHQ at least 60 days in advance of the deadline date.  An approved eligibility letter must be received BEFORE the proposal can be submitted.

Action Needed: 

A VA memo will be prepared.

Addressed to:  Chief, Medical Research Service  (121)

From:    ACOS For Research and Development  (662/151)

The memo will include:

· Statement requesting eligibility to submit merits and/or proposals from Medical Research Service

· State Current VA appointment or proposed VA appointment information including effective date

· Explain how the research to be performed is related to the VA Mission

· State the time the investigator spends performing clinical, educational and research in support of the VA mission and VAMCSF patients.   This time must be stated in terms of hours per week.  Total hours per week supporting VA activities MUST total at least 25 hours weekly; percentages only are not acceptable.

· Identify VA space to be used for the research, including building number, room(s) numbers and total square footage.  If you are going to use space at location(s) other than the VA, another process must be followed and approved by VAHQ.

· Include signature blocks as follows:

Lynn Pulliam, M.S., Ph.D.



Diana Nicoll, M.D., Ph.D.
Acting ACOS for Research and Development

Chief of Staff

Signature block for Service Chief 


Sheila M. Cullen

of the  investigator




Medical Center Director

The memo will be prepared and delivered to the R&D Office, Building 2, Room 106 WITH a current copy of the investigator’s CV.

The R&D Office will review the memo, submit it to management for signature and then transmit it to VAHQ for approval.  

VAHQ will respond in writing if the request is approved or disapproved in approximately 45-60 days.

Eligibility requirements for other R&D Services, (e.g. Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D), Cooperative Studies, Rehabilitation Research and Development) have their own requirements.  Please request specific instructions from the R&D Office.

From:  ACOS for Research and Development  (662/151)

Subj:  Eligibility Request for _________, M.D.

To:  Director, Medical Research Service  (121)

1. This letter is to request approval for ________ to submit a Merit Review proposal for VA Medical Research funding.  Dr. _________ is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco and holds a .25 FTE appointment at the VAMC San Francisco.  A copy of his curriculum vitae is attached.

2. Dr. ________ is a currently contributing part-time to the patient-care and teaching activities of this Medical Center.  In addition to his research activities he has agreed to perform the following services for our Medical Center.  The time commitments listed for these activities are to be considered minimum estimates:

Clinical Activities at VAMC

Patient Care activities in VAMCSF Clinics

      
  
10 hours/week

Attending physician, Medical Service



4 hours/week

Teaching Activities at VAMC

Participation in weekly Clinical Conferences



2 hours/week

Conduct seminars for residents in __________


3 hours/week

Research Activities

Participate in Research Safety Subcommittee


4 hours/week

Conducting Research






4 hours/week











TOTAL



27 hours/week

3. In summary, Dr. _________ is an outstanding resource for this Medical Center.  In view of the above, we request a favorable eligibility determination for Dr. _______.

Frank Longo, M.D., Ph.D.




Charles R. Marmar, M.D.

ACOS for R&D





Acting Chief of Staff


Warren Browner, M.D.




Sheila M. Cullen

Acting Chief of Medical Service



Medical Center Director

Enclosure:  CV
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