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1.  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) you may have previously signed, stating that you understood only research approved by ACOS-R&D could be conducted at this facility, is outdated.  Please review this memo, sign and date at the bottom, and return to the R&D office as soon as possible.

2.  All research investigations must have appropriate approvals and the management of all non-VA Research funds must be through the Northern California Institute for Research and Education (NCIRE), the VA Medical Center General Post Fund, or the UCSF Contracts and Grants office.  Management of funds by any other source is contrary to VA policy and legal requirements.

3.  I am requesting your immediate cooperation to ensure that all research proposals, both funded and unfunded, regardless of funding source, be approved by our local Research and Development Committee, the appropriate Service Chief and myself, the ACOS for R&D.  If you have Research funds administered by sources other than these, please contact the Research Administration Office at extension 2094 to obtain immediate assistance in transferring the funds to one of the management services listed above.  The conduct of unapproved research at this facility is not permitted and will result in the loss of research support services including designated laboratory space.  In addition, we will not be able to approve future applications by investigators who do not have this updated MOU on file.

4.  Under the new Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation (VERA) system, we lost over $10 million for FY '97 because of inadequate reporting of research expenditures to our Research Administration Office.  This 1988 policy will contribute to preventing this loss in the future.

5.  Thank you for your timely cooperation and assistance in this matter.

Lynn Pulliam., M.S., Ph.D.

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING:  I acknowledge receipt and understand the above.
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